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N ſubjecis of general concern, by 
which all are affected, it feems extra- 
ordinary, that a ſenſe of common dans 
ger does not invariably lead to gene- 
rat efforts and united exertions. But the 
cauſes which occaſion this want of con- 
cert may eafily be explained. Where 
each man knows the intereſt of all to be 
the tame us his own, he truſts to the ſen- 
fations ot others to produce their natural 
elfecl, without his interpoſition. Beſides, 
while he feels his on 'ſhare of the bur- 
then to be heavy, he' readily perſuades 

| B himfel, | 


(2) . 
himfelf, that thoſe on whom it may preſs 
more ſeverely, will of courſe be propor- 
tionably incited to apply thoſe endea- 
vours, which their ſituation in fociety 
cannot but render more effectual, for the 
relief of themſelves and their fellow- 
citizens. 


. 
: - : 
4 1 N 


Tas: a judging nen. dug 
by no means concluſive of an immediate 
progreſs in public 1 degeneracy, ſeems, 
however, far more alarming in its ten- 
dency, at the preſent, than at any former 
period of our hiſtory. Many of thoſe 
whoſe ſuperior property had marked them | 

| as our natural protectors, have of late been 
courted from the popular cauſe by a more 
than ordinary profuſion of thoſe honours 
which. 1 never fail to create ſuſpicions of 
the ee for which they were be 
| ſtowed. 


- - 
oo 


. 
ſtowed. Add to this, that we ourſelves 
have recently deprived oul own cauſe of 
its beſt ſupport. We have difmiſſed the 
tried friends of Freedom from fituations 
of truſt and eminence, Which formerly 
enabled them to watch over our rights, 
or to awaken us to their defence. And 
can we reafonably expect thoſe yery men, 
immediately, and-uncalled, again to ſtand 
foremoſt” in our ſervice, at the moment 
when they are moſt forcibly with-held 
from it, both by feelings of injured" hos 
nour, and of deference to public opinion? 
Yet they, indeed, Who ſupplanted thetn in 
our confidence, by a ſtrange and unac- 
countable perverſion, are ſtill leſs to be 
regarded as the advocates'bf the people 3 
fince they owe the muations to which we 
raiſed them, and the immediate character 
of repreſenting us, ſolely to their expreſs 


B 2 and 
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ts) 


and avowed partiality to Prerogative ;, « 

A claim which, bowever raſhly 8 at 
te moment, we can find no excuſe for 

haying allowed, unleſs a pre- determined 


reſolution | to controul the dangerous 


| Power thys W * 
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Ix is 1 100 theſe 8 more indiſpeg- 


ably the duty ol che People, not to be 


wanting 10 chemſelves in che diſcuſſion of 


ell public meaſures, al the preſent extra, 


ordinary. criſis; and therefore, even an 


| anknown Individual may the rather hope 


for, the pardon, if not the thanks, of his 
Country, when he endeavours to awaken 
their attention to, a grie \nce, not more 


oppreſſive /in its immediate eſſects, than 


alarming from he Kater * its fururg 
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Is order more clearly to elucidate the 
Commutation Ad, it is proper to enter 


into ſome previous detail of thoſe circum- 
 Rances of the times which were immedi- 
mely connected with it, and whoſe oper 
ration we 1. nn krace in is ret 
nba. 


17 | $34. 02444963: 8 
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 Hiſtary is an admitted rule of conſtruc- 


tion, and indeed affords the moſt proper 


* 
* 3 


bo} illuſtrating almoſt all out Sta- | 


tutes ; which are found, in general, to 
bear the immediate form and preſſure of 
their times'; but more- peculiarly ſo in 


regulations of Revenue, For theſe Money- 


bills, like che coins which they colled, if ap- 


preciated with accuracy, muſt be more than 
ſuperficially examined, their, external ap- 
pearante denoting little more than the reign 
10 and 
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and the year of/their production: we muſt. 


try them by the ſtandard: of their times; 
and ſubje them to much cloſer aſſays, to 
diſtinguiſh either the purity-or the. baſe- 

neſs'of their compoſition, And indeed, 
if I may extend the alluſion, the whole 
Code of our Finance ſhould be ſtudied as 
x cabinet of legiſlative Medals, each im- 
preſſed with the ſtriking character of its 


age, and commemorating the prevailing 
ae of the times ;. but requiring the 


full aid of Hiſtory to expound and illuſ- 


trate all its. meg! und . n diſs 
tinctions. n | er wad 


* 
1 21 


- In this cloſer and more juſt diſcrimi- 


nation of Revenue Ads, the leading cir- 


cumſtance of our enquiry ought always to 


be, an accurate examination into the in- 
ternal ſtate and compoſition of the Houſę 


Das . ; 9 of 


6-7). 
of Commons, at the periods when ſack 
regulations were introduced: for, as all 


Taxes, and all. ſubſ qyent modifications of 


them, muſt excluſively originate, and 
ſolely be modelled, in that Houſe; it 
almoſt neceſſarily follows, that, whatever 
deſcription of men acquired, at any one 


period, a predominant influence with that 


branch of the Legiſlature ; that Party and 
that Influence were moſt directly and ſuc- 
ceſsfully exerted, on occaſions where the 
immediate ſenſe of Intereſt had. full poſ- 
ſeſhon of their minds, and wholly ex- 
cluded all caſual intruſions of Public 
Spirit. It will accordingly appear, chat 
in general, our Revenue Acts, in their 
whole frame and character, moſt ſtrikingly 
denote their origin, and verify their de- 
ſcent, by the -unequiyocal teſlimony of 
reſemblance, Gas 
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tt is unneceflary to multiply the variots 


| ; Wm chat might readily be advanced, 


more fully to cvince this operation of 
Party on dave, Yet there is one caſe 
in Parliamentary Hiſtory, ſo remarkable 
in-ifelf, and fo fingularly appoſite to the 


. preſent ſubject, that I cannot avoid calling 


it more particularly to your recollection; : 
I mean the national calamity of the South- 
Sea projet ;—for, in tracing the more 
ſecret motives that betrayed the Parliament 
into paſſing the regulations which immedi- 
ately gave riſe to that fatal ſcheme, we ſhall 


find, on a review of the Houfe of Com- 
mons at that difgraceful-period; that not 


only a conſiderable number of the South- 
Sea Directors were actually Members of 


the Houſe at that time, and had formed X 


frong Faction in it, but likewiſe that a 


| great part of the Minifters themfelves Who 
__—” hen 


\ 


C9) 
then led the Houſe of Commons, were 
convicted of having entered into fecret 
partnerſhips with the South - Seca Agents, 


| and abſolutely flared with the * 


in the: plunder of the People. | 


Tuts fingle inſtance may ſufficiently il- 


luſtrate the expediency of examining our 


Revenue regulations, by a plain reference 
to the general difpoſition and complexion 
of the Houſe of Commons that conſented 
to them. I ſhall proceed, therefore, in 
requeſting you to apply the fame principle 
of enquiry to the — ſubject of nn 
Commutation Act. 


Uro the faireſt eſtimate of the preſent 
Houſe of Commons, it is admitted, that 
the numberof Repreſentatives, who, either 
immediately by themſelves, or indirealy 

; 7 | by 


(19) 
by their- connections, are in a manner 
embodied under the India Company. and 
who-accordingly ſupport their plans with 
ſteadineſs and activity, are no leſs than 
Eichrv. This powerful corps Was not 
raiſed by any ordinary efforts. Both 
Gratitude. and Policy impelled the Direc- 
tors 10 augment their Parliamentary 
Forces by all practicable exertions: Gra- 
titude to the Miniſter, who diſſolved a 
Parliament for the crime of juſt cenſure 
on their abuſes ; Policy, to ſhelter them- 
ſelves from all fimilar attacks, under cover 

of ſo formidable an array. Actuated 
therefore by theſe ſtrong incentives, the. 
Directors were neither dilatory nor parſi- 
monious in purſuing all poſſible means/to 
ſupport and reinforce the ſervice. The 
Field Officer of Corruption was inſtantly 
diſpatched to all the venal Corporations, 
with 


( 
with full powers to treat and to fubſidtze: 
the rotten Boroughs were ranſacked for 
recruits, and raw lads inveigled from 
the Burgage Tenures. Deſerters and 
Mercenaries from all quarters flocked in, 
allured by the temptation. of better pay; 
and the old Seppys of Ardoragest ranged 
themſelves under the banners of European 
Devaſtation; till the motley band was 
ſwelled beyond all former levies, and 
brought into the field, like troops: of ſa- 
vage Invaders, of various caſls andi diſ- 
cordant tribes; alike barbarous, indeed, 
in language and in manners, but alien in 
habits and in temper; ſome, cool and 
callous as inured Veterans; others, raſh. 
clamorous, and fierce, as Volunteer Par- 
tizans; but all indiſſolubly united in the 
cauſe of Rapine; all paſſionately inflamed 
ba C 2 with 


(12) 
with, unextinguiſhable ardour 'far the 
* plunder. Hit 
1t boigizeni og! won arty * 
U AG this: Faction, W thus for- 
midable) indeed from union and from 
numbers, yet ſtill ſo inferior to the total 
of:the: Houſe; ſhould acquire ſuch fway, 
2 inſallihly to ſecure a Majority. to which- 
ever fide they were diſpoſed ta:indine; is 
à point that may poſſibly require ſome 
latlo o cuplanation! I. ſhould therefore 
brafly remind you, that the uo great 
Parties in the Houle, namely, : RNing 
| Friends; as they affect to call themſelves, 
and the old Country Party of the Whigs, 
| being nearly on an equality at the open 
mg of theipreſent Parliament; it followed. 
chi hb Eaſt· India Members formed ſuch 
4 power, as; thrown into cithet ſcale, 
dnn 41 95 could 


- 


could give a decided turn o the balance. 
Accordingly, obſerve the effects, ag 0 
Revenue regulation, of that connection 


Which ſoon avowedly took place between 


theſe, Members and 2 2 
e 0 nt 5 4008) ery nibnf⁰ 
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4 * At ae very. timo when all ba- 
lances of Revenue accounts were to be 
ſtrictly called in, it was privately: ſettled 


that the India Company ſhould detain 


their hands a ſum very liule ſhort oha Mil- 
lion, due to the Revenue for Cuſlom-Houfe 


and Exciſe Duties. This ſeaſonable accom- 


modation was the public pledge of amity 
and good underſtanding between the Mini- 
ſters and the Directors, and produced, as 


Was expected, the moſt; becoming aclivity 


among the India Voters. But the Direc- 
tors felt a ſort of pride in the poſſeſſion 
200 of 


(4) 

ol this national property, that would have 
ſenſibly been impaired by -ſuffering the 
ſmalleſt charge to be made for the uſe of 
it. They ſolicited therefore a total remiſ- 
ion of all Intereſt for the reſpited Duties; 
grounding this latter claim on the plea of 
indigence and diſtreſs ; though, but a 
ſhort time before, they had found it 
| equally commodious, for the moment, to 
proſent to the Houfe of Commons a long 
and iintricate account of their increaſing 
opulence. Adeordingly, the very fame 
Act vchich reſpite their Debt to the Pub- 
lic onthe ground of their neceſſitons ſitu- 
ation, remitted alſo all Intereſt for it 
tamounting almoſt io One Hundred Thou - 
ſand Pounds) on the ſame pretext. In 
vain was it urged that ſuch a conduct was 
direclly contrary o all precedent in ſimilar 


circumſtances; in vain was it repreſented 
10 | that 


„ 3 
that the Public muſt. themſelves pay inte · 
reſt for new loans to make good this de- 
ficiency ; the Miniſter maintaining, with 
his accuſtomed ſolemnity, that He meant 
theſe indulgences as handſome and delibe- 
rate marks of bounty and beneyolence.” — 
I ſhall not comment on the time when the 
India Company was favoured with theſe 
extraordinary conceſſions. I will not dwell 
on the embarraſſed ſtate of the Revenue: 
at the cloſe of the War, nor inſiſt on any 
of thoſe obſervations which, 1 dare believe, 
will occur to every man of plain Britiſh 
ſeelings, on chis ſhameſul ſacrifice of the 
Public to the India Company. Yet I 
cannot refrain from pointing out the pecu- 
liar inconſiſtency which characteriſed the 
additional: exertion of Miniſterial bounty 
in favour of India connections; for the 
Relief A was framed with ſuch an in- 
duſtry 


(6) 


duſiry of contradictions, as to link the 
- moſt oppoſite, inconſiſtent, and irreconcile- 


able propokitions ; ſince, in immediate refu- 
tation of its former ground, it warranted 
the India Company to divide Eior per 


* 


cent. among themſelves, under the im- 
plied preſumption of a complete and per- 


fect competence in their circumſlances- 


Be yourſelves the judges of this unprece- 
dented partiality $ remembering that, in 
the two former parts of the Relief AQ, 
the India Company purloined every in- 
dulgence of a Binkrupt ; in the latter, 
obtained all the emoluments of Solvency 
and Succeſs! In all, the Public alike de- 
frauded and deceived ! en. 


Tarts: indifputable fas have ſufficiently 
marked the Miniſter's diſpoſition to conci- 
liate the good offices of his India parti- 

zans. 


.) 8 


lng. The Whole of the India Regula 
tiop Billwight be adduced, with as perfect 
Juſtice, to eyince ihe ſame poſition. But 
1 avgid it, a8 not immediately connected 
cienuy demonſbrated, that the fair Rights. 
dia Regulations, been ſhameſully ſacriced 


to the Intereſt of the Fru Mhat I aſk you, 
therefore, with the confidence of truth, 


and, ILthink, with perfed fairneſs of ar- 


gument is 22 e nn | 


ws pin view 36 al the former... 


70 * Fe aha dpd 


17 


ſabjeq of chis Addreſs. The Commuta- 


tiaa A propoſes two objects; frlt, to 

lower (he duties, and reduce the price 

of Teas, as the means of diſcouraging the 
who D illicit 
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: (18) 
ilicit Trade; and ſecondly, to apply che 
conſequent defalcation of Revenue, by 
ſubſtituting an additional Tax on Win- 
dows; for which new Impoſt the Public 
is to be compenſated by the reduced prices 
of Teas. It profeſſes therefore to give an 
equivalent to Government, for an old 
Duty taken off, and to the Nation, for a 
new 1 * 
No this equivalent to the Nation com- 
prehends two points of enquiry ; whether 
he promiſed reduction of Teas already 
has been, or in future is likely to be ef- 
fectual; and whether, if we ſuppoſe it 
completely to ſucceed, it can in its nature 
be a full and juſt equivalent for the new 
Duty on Windows. And theſe two. 
points I ſhall treſpaſs on your indulgence, 
to o conlider in their order. r e 
| , . 


(x9) | 
According to this arrangement of the 
| ſubject; our attention is naturally led in 
the firſt inſtance to a curſory reviewof ſuch 
proviſions in the Act, as purport to ſe- 
cure to the Public the promiſed re- 
duction on Teas, And here new evi- 
dence will inſtantly occur, of a continued 
combination between Government and the 
Company. F or whatever reſtraints this 
Act lays on the Company, are ſo modelled 
as to exclude a pollibility of loſs to them, 
their Teas being in future to be put up at 
ſuch rates, as, .on the common principles 
of trade, would be ſufficient for the 
ultimate profit. While on the contrary, 
there is no one Regulation to enſure the 
| advantages held forth to the Public, but 
every thing i is left at the diſcretion of the 
| DireQors, to enhance the prices of Tea, 
| cither by the obyjous method o of ſuborn- 


D 2 ing 


ink 


| ( 
ing fitivions bidders, or the more ſecrot ex- 
-petivnt of creating an artificial ſcarcity. 
Beſides this, there is a kind of ptivate Tax, 
to the amount of ſix and a half per cent, 
directly, and abſolutely given to the Com- 
pany, by authorizing the di ſcontinuance 
of the eſtabliſhed diſcount to the dealer; 
Al nd by this ſtratagem alone they have al- 
© ready at only two ſales, within the courſe 
of a few weeks, received Sixty-fix Thouſand 
Pounds more than they would otherwiſe 
have done; all which difference muſt 
ultimately fall on the actual conſumer. 


Tax clauſes of which I have ſketched 
this outline, plainly evince, that the in- 
tereſt of the Company, whenever it ſtood 
in competition with that of the Public, 
Was the favourite object, and almoſt ſingle 
* 4 # ' : 4 To, «| 4 11 0 3 2 ? 141 , 
conſuderation of the | Miniſter ; in return 


for. 


. 
for which,” the Directors themſelves very 
gratefully and wiſely ſuggeſted, that tho 
moſt beneffcial mode for the Miniſter to 
purſue, in adjuſting the alteration of the 
Duties, was to make the income of Go- 
vernment increaſe proportionably with the 


profits of the Company. Thenew Duties, 
therefore, were not laid on the intrinfie 
value of the commodity; that is to ſay, 
either on the prime coſt, or on the price 
at which it ſhould be put up to ſale; but 
on the nett ſum for which it actually ſold. 
And thus the intereſts of the two Parties 
became united in a fort of perpetual league | 
againſt the Public; thus it became a point 
of prudence in the Miniſter, to connive 
at All the frauds which would probably be 
attedipred, and which we fince know, 
We Ackually been practiced with Afety 
and ſucceſs, to ſwell the total produce of 


f (220 
the lale: that, while the Company were 
_ enriching themſelves by more than whole- 
fale-pillage, the Miniſter might honoura- 
bly receive his ſubordinate dividend of the 
public plunder. 


Non has this ſingular ſtructure of the 
proviſions in the Ad, failed to, produce 
its natural and obvious effects. It is uni- 
verſally known, that at. the firſt ſales, the 
Directors, though in decency conſtrained 
to take 1 ene mexfures, to 2 | 
ever, the een plan for that pur- 
Poe, and which. was immediately ſug- 
geſted by the moſt experienced part of the | 
Trade, by taking care not to carry it jo 
its proper extent, or faithfully to ſupport ; 
its operation. In concluſion, they Te 
publicly : charged Fiſh 00 confeſed, the 


intro. 


9141 


( 23 ) 
introduction of 'a Silk Broker, to enhance 
the prices. Andit appeared alſo in evidence, 
that they refuſed to withdraw from the 
fale thirteen hundred cheſts of tea, wholly 
unfit for public conſumption. As the Di- 
rectors, however, have thought proper to 
aſſert, that notwithſtanding theſe ſubſtan- 
tiated frauds, . the propoſed, reduction in 
the price of Tea, has nevertheleſs been, ef- 
feed, it is neceſſary to ſhew you to what 
degree, and in what inſtance only, that 3s 
orally the caſe. 1% dcn 10 win 2 


8 


1 "YO it will be admitted on all 
hands, that thoſe Houſeholders who are 
charged with the new rate for Windows, 

are preciſely the perſons who ſhould receive 

the reciprocal benefit of the Commuta- 
| tion. But the very reverſe of this is un- 
doubtedly the | caſe ;; they who do nat 
| Pay 


— 


(#) 

Window Tax at all, being the only pete 
ſons who ſhare among, them ay Uirtle, ad · 
vantages that hayg acprued fromthe age = 
"_ 2 st tc Qi ogg 101 3 : 

id llt over: 2 U (#200061 
a fats 0s the ue diſ- 
ſetent ſorts of Teas oon fuihed by the pub 
zie, there are bree which are ebiefly aſed 
by thoſe who pay the new Window Tax; 
Congou, Souchong, and Flyſon, Now 
the price of the two former of theſe 
(which, you will” obſerve, : are the moſt uſed 


of the bree) has been {6 ineonſiderdbly 
reduced, as to afford nothing Ixke u peed. 
ary compenſation for the additional Win- 
dow Tax, even after making the moſt libe- 
' ralaHowancefor difficulties that neceſſarily 
take place on the -commeneement* of any 
new ſcheme ; and the price of the third | 

| | | fort 


— 


(25 ) 


ſort; Hyſon, which is far the deareſt, and | 
leaft uſed, though rather mate reduced, is ſtill, 


however, wholly di] 6 to the mow 
mifed . ＋ 


Tur only . two forts of Fea, therefore, 
where the redution of price is at all conſi- 
derable, are Bohea and Singlo ; and thoſe 
are in general conſumed by the lower orders 
of people only. 


Turör Facts a are admitted on it ſides. Now 
therefore obſerve the conſequences They 
who pay the new Tax conſume thoſe ſorts of 
Tea from which not one-fixth of the propoſed 
ſavin g ariſes—while they who do not pay 
any Window Tax at all, or at moſt a ſmall 
fraction of it, conſume thoſe ſpecies of Tea 
upon which almoſt he whole of the ſoving, or 
at leaſt upwards of five-fixths of it, ariſes. 


E Tan 
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1 4 not inſenfible how: irkſome you. 
muſt conſider cheſe details of /Congau, 
-Soychong, Hyſon, Singlo, and Bqhea: 1 
f {hall therefore, in charity, omit the more 
minute diſcriminations of Congou and 
Congou- leaf, of Pckoe and Pekoe-flower, 
Common Green and Speckled- leaf, Bloom 
and Imperial, paſloral Cowflip and mar- 
tial Gunpowder; 1 ſhalt conſigu it to 
thoſe of congenial virtues, to expatiate on 
the-purity of Padrac; and far be it from 
mo 10 reveal the adulleries of Mundungus / 
It was hawever indiſpenſably neceſſary, 
10 inſert one ſhort Lecture on Oriental 
1 Botany, the better to explain! the : particular 
manner in which the Commutition has 
failed, moſſ remarkably with regard to 
"thoſe to whom its advantages were moſi 


Taz 


(mn) 
Tus Qualities alſo of the new Teas form = 
a material part of the immediate queſtion, 
But on this head I ſhall-confine my ſelf e 
obſerving it general; that every one Who 
drinks. Ten, has of late been drinking 
worſe of every ſort, than ever ;, it being 
notorious, that the Nyalities of them all 
Have been lowered- much more conſiders 
ably than the Prices of any ;; and this de» 
baſed ſtatꝰ of the commodity. it is unnes 
ceſſary to prove by any other teſtimony 
than the confſeſſion of the Directors them- 
ſelves, who have admitted it to, be. lo, even 
ie NY den Rept: aki; e 


? 


51 it nn appears; 3 
ihat the Qualities of the Teas have at. leaſt 
been as much reduced as the Prices 3 it 
follows, that even the ſmall degree of 
apparent compenſation, which aroſe from 

E 2 the 


(28) 

the nominal reduction of Price; has ſuffered 
a kind of 'iniquitous draw- back, by the 
adtual diminution of Value; while choſe 
only have reaped any ſort of advantage 
from the Fall of Teas, who have contri- | 
buted not a farthing to the Riſ& of Taxes ; 
and this only in ſpecies of-the commodity 
ſo low in their kind; as to admit of all 
ſorts of intermixture, with ſcarce a chance 
_of e or a Ty VR 


hy W » 
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Sben then is the neee che 
Commulation, which; undoubtedly, has 
opened a very new and curious ſyſtem of 
Exchange, The received notion, that 
mutual advantage i is the object and end of 
mutual agreements, muſt at length appear 


to have been ' wholly erroneous and en- 
traded; for Commutations, in the Mini- 
Refial ſenſe of the term, are conducted: gn 
a plan 


91 + | i 


— 


[+29,) 
2 plan entirely novel, andfar'more:conve- 
naient in this latter, the: one party being 
induced to advance his money by a ſolemn 
aſſurance of a perfect repayment in ano- 
ther ſhape, which, however, is completely 
ol eluded; while the other conſoles him 
wich the aſſurance, that à third. perſon, 
who made no advance, has received the 
very return that was engaged to him who 
actually did. Or, to give clearneſs to 
this new method of paſſing political ac- 
counts, A. advances a guinea to B. to 
| xeceive the value of it in another Way. 
B. never returns a farthing of itz but 
very liberally aſſures: A. that C. and D. 
ſhall ſhare it between them, becauſe they 
neither of them had: lent: any part of it. 
And yet this is but a hard bargain and 
ſurely, too, it is a whimfical perverſion of 
a lay, that a ſtrict compliance with it, 
1 inſtead 


-0 


(99) 
inſtead of ſucuriag the ſtipulated advan- - , 
rages, ſhoald: fix an actual loſs on the per- 
ſon who is bound to obey; it; While a 
total exemption; froth the obligations of it, 
ent the conſetuent ichmudtity from its in- 
cohveniencies,: dnſures a correſpondent 

' reward.” The idea, though perfectiy novel 
ai applied 10 Revenue, is by nd means 
origmal ; but feems evidently borrowed 
from the ſyſtem of the French Apothecaty, 
-whb <omratted| to fupply medicines at 
reduced prices, for fixed ſalaries ; but his 
bills going on {with "the ald charges, and 
His piitients- reinoaſirating, ** is very 
al ttus, Genilemert (he replied); the fat is 
** {6 ; but pray have the cnſcichet to 
« confider,; that ever firice I made the bar- 
gain with vo I have ragularly doſed 
-# the 3 Wh damoged aug, at 
e Din : fit 


. 
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IT is hore right 10 ohſerve to veuuthes : 
uncqual and diſproportioned as the whole 
of this,/ propaſed Cortnutation has turned 
out to he, the Miniſter who planned it. 
contrived | however; | with much. art. and 
dexterity, that no fajlure of the meaſure, 
au it aſſected you, ſhould, in any degreas, 
delay iis more intereſting operation, the 
collaction of yaur money for che various 
public and private purpoſes. of the Treas 
ſury. - For, according to the Act, all 
Houſes, liable io the new Tax were 
charged. io the: payment of it, from the 
teath-of October laſt, and conſequently 2 
quarter of the annual total is now: overs 
due; though, as the oid Tea Duties were 
not made 10 ceaſe till within a manch be- 
fore the yew Tax commenced, it was ob · 
zious that all the proceſs of audions at 
66 the delivery of Teas 0 


Brokers 


N 
—— mixing andalſot- 
ing, che parcelling and dividing : and the” 
final. diſtribution: of them among inferior 
Traders, particularly in remote parts of 
the Kingdom, mult all neceſſarily occaſton 
ſuch infuperable impediments to the due 
commencement of the promiſed reduction, 
as: would make it ĩmpoſſible ſor he b 
to take place in any degree, till long after 
- thewhole of the bhurtlen had heen thrown 
bv pon the Public. Andihence by the ope- 
ration of diſſiculties thus originally inter- 
woven in the firſt texture of the, Act, 
the Commutation began by gaining an 
n of to months in the calculation, 
in favour of Copernment; againſt the 
Public; by which one difference the Mi- 
niſter ſtarted wiah the odds of near a 
Hundred Thouſand Pounds in his tfa- 
your. - In the mean time he ne- Win- 
| X dow 


e ) 
| dais tuiy chulitngs aver with any Geailar 
impediment, but completely auached frond 
the date aligned for is operation, and 
was) teghlatly atcumalating jvich. all he 
flea certaigty of #.gr0ſ# gan £0, * 
INS: Woch roars 
ane thus Beun "oy Og FY 4 
was originally ſormed on ſuch principles 
zs led 40 the oppreſlion of the Public, 
Und alto pointed out the manner in which 
it has been actually oppreſſive, it will 
require: but Jie. pains to evince the 
improbability of dhe Sommutatic ever. 
being atttuded with àauy other can ſe⸗ 


quetices, or eſfedtiutz the propoſed teduc- 
tian at. beneft it your lavdur, It che 
Goverament aud the Company. could not 
talraii from direct, wilſul abuſes, even at 
ithe Gurſet ol he Ad, wagen it was 
F 


moſt 


201 
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moſt "Ie ares pallizte any bad ap- 
ptarance,t order ta reconcile you te the 
expence and inconvenience of ſo nobel 
and ib hakardous à project; can it Tcnlen- 
ably be ſuppoſed that they will proceed 
with more moderation, when the evithas 
been ſuffered to take root in che Reyenue, 
and vrhen the various fallacies of its ori- ; 
ginal compobſition expand | and ſpread 
themſelves by uſage? On tle contrary, 
is ĩt not probable that they will aggtavate A 
their late practices and where: they forced 
thirtcen: hundred cheſts of damaged Tea, 

will they not force as many "mounds 
on us? Where! they introduced one 'fie- 
titious bidder, will they not commiſſion 
numbers of ſuborned affittants? And will 
they not thus perpetuate the temptations 

to ſnmaggling,whick tr is the preceded ob». 
je& of the" preſent theaſure to aboliſh, and 


_ for 


10 


for which weare required to ſubmit wich- 


—  , 


"» ks 4 


out a murmur to the heavy increaſe of 2 
Tax univerſally admitted, by the, bęſt 


Writers on Finance, to be equally unjuſt 
in its principle and oppreſſive in its pe- 


ration ? But let us for a a moment imagine, 


0 IH OT 


that. the end ol Alcouraging the illicit 


(13 0 


Trade ſhould be aQually effedted, wha 


S465 fr # 


would | then be t the ſituation of the Public ? 
Should we not be left wholly 00 the mercy 


of the Company, when they had ſecured 


the monopoly, io enhauce the prices of 


the commodity, « even beyond all former 
| examples ? And what reſource could we - 


then look to, or from what power could 
we ho ope for redreſs ? unleſs, indeed. the 


contropl of 2 Law which contains no one 
proviſion e of Apegific check to the offence, 


and the exertions of a Government to en- 
990 


force that Law, Which is leagued in a 
"Fs common 


cbtutot t interell wien the deli quent, th 
übüle the keliet and dg vivlate ke Ipfrit 6f 
5 ia pedlene, 29275 „e Natind 21 


Y 
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Fus Cemmiüafibh 195 ba. 7 b Fitch 5 in 
preſent, and holding forth no ps Th, 


ture reiribunion allown me to 2 — on ihe 


©7339" 


20 10 * L 
T alarming confequences j in à Free ouniry, 


from this witty] and uncxample 6d breack 
. 1 good lnb. enn 


. . 
* 9 5 * 1 9 £ 
i, 72 * 7 by © 1 29 


Nit: 


4 al 8 robe le ers would do well t to 
-peſledtin i ume, that i if onc ce the refpetl ws" 


FJRIYW 145 
13 reverence, which the immediate Ads of 


ADS s {15 1 


# Government Hyght alwa 5 tg inſpire, are 
; jnventionglly. forked 13 
and mean impoſition ; f it I not the very 


"Th 


al, caly, eirher by hne ſpeec ches i in Parlement, 


barre en 73 1 


2 gr by ſpreading fine Promi es about che 


79 1111 


F9untry, t to recover the ineflimable advan. 


[ages 


a treadherous | 


4 — 5 bf idterdited decelt, el at 
Late life, Liks'rhe repittattof and degrades 
Ac chardBer of the indibiddat who Priic- 
nes it; but, in the wider range of public 
| Regotlaiibn, "i demands x mote general 
* abhorrence, from the Eine falpi cian 

and diſtruſt N it ſpreads through the 


Tommutity, and the fubberfio of that 


National Confidence, which is the ſupport 
and Vital principle of our ſret Conſtitu- 


Hof, The times are much too! enlight- 


tied, and the Altnde of almoſt the Pro- 
pie too well ibfortaed;" 10 accept bf mere 


wordy apolozies as af ftorjefitent for pre- 


meditstedatid fubſtanizial juſtice; In bort, 
b ipoſbI#i6 imagine that me Ecighſh 
done, of alt natiotis fü We" globe, will 
dame ſubtult to a rraud upon National 

| ow!” And ſurely it y be added. chat 
Foreign 


0 3³ 1 
Foreign Countries will but coldly truſt a 
Government that is falſe even to ite own 
Suhjess 3, unleſs, indeed. they are led to 
ſuppoſe, that the dame Miniſters who 
break faith with their, beſt Friends, may 
be the wolf likely to af wiſh partiality tg 
9 ar avopred Enemies. ne onde 


11 24 14 25 4 7 cf Qt As 116 be 
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hs be whdeperkide; that wack _ C 
Hcatigns can be. deviſed, aꝶ ſhall remgdy 
the ſybliſting; abuſes in this pai 
| plan, and prevent any Gimilar fajlures,im. 
— fupurgs Above, allyl wich tg caution you 
 pgaiplchjs4rize deceit, which weak or bad | 
Miniſters, in all States, baue neyer failed 
by wo, prafiice, againſt the Plain and unſuſpi- 
gigus par pt. ake, community—the gradu: 
ally reconciling the minds of, the People 
to. meaſures xadically pernicjous, by teme 
_ porary palliatjons of: them, It is worthy 
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(39 Y 
of attentibh' tb reitiatk onthe proctls f 
this grievous deception. They Who de. 
+ ſign to praddice i it, are bound in prudence 
te begin by making the meafare they 
adopt, as as abſolutely oppreſſive in he out- 
ſet as they can decently deviſe. This original 
verity | wonderfully! facllitates and im- 
proves every ſubſequent alleviation of it; 
and by judiciouſly inflicting an intolerable 
preſſure i in the firſt inſtance, the mind & 
prepared and tempered to accept the very 
leaſt abatement of it, as a perfect conſola- 
tion for all paſt pain, and a reaſonable 
invitation to whatever may ſuccced.— 
Should this groſs and ridiculous baer 5 
be attempted on the; preſent accafion}" it þ 
can only be defeated by the- peremptoryx ty 
rejection of all lenient, 'qualifying,” tem- 
porary modifications, which ate merely 
e a - 0 the 


| the quackery of Fins: a ech She | 
en, note 5b #007582) ö 
i Davos 7 41 15285 8 225 
IP it were; i. poſſible, dgl. thit al 
the damaged Teas, and all; the. lborped 
Brokers, could be for ever excluded from 
the India Sales'; and if it were, polpbls 
that their AuRions could be con- 
ducted in a different way from all other 


Auctions, which you Will think Aut an 


unlikely inaovation, among che aaulti 
of India Captains, India Brokers, Tode 
8 Committees, awd, above all, India Direc: 

to; il it Mete poſbble, is bort, that a 
che actual and imaginable abuſes of this 
plan could be completely and effentially 
defeated 3 all the datated:frayds for exer 
precluded,” aud all chr innumerable varie- 
, of moreautile impoſition for ever 


__over- 


- 
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dylrcages 5: rAithavoutd: be gad r 
duty to oppofe chis Tax by every prafQti>» 
cable mode in our power—for- his plain 
rtaſon, chat bad principles can never be 
made good by any mode of carrying them 
into exkecmion. Tou fhould, therefore, 
on no account-fuffer your attention to be 
drawn aſide from the main points of the 
caſe ; which are the radical inequality of 
the Tax in Nele, and che conſequent 
oppreſſion in practice, together: wich ihe 
extenſtvr danger: of admitting the Prece- 
dent of any mee Wo take root in 
ee. 10 b K 

| %, © 1. SJ 

1. . * like Science, 75 are 
oertain plain and acknowledged maxiths, 
by Which the truth of each propoſnion in 
vbat Science is to be tried. Thus, in the 
Science of Taxation, chere are among 
. others. 


#4 »7 . a* 2 
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| 3 rte deadirg eee 
eſtabliſhed; Which. I beg r, to ropeat . 
as. immediately-applicybleo dor out preſent» 
purpoſe. Theſe are, that dener Stubjledd : 
ought lo pay tte reblia: but haus of. theu 
State, in pnopoblian to hiv ability:;>. and thathe;: 
ought tors ic] on for ichen at the time. 
and in the crinanner; ang convenient! don nim. 
By theſc.zeſts; muſt che Commutation Ta. 
_ like:exeryo20dber! Tax Ihe tried; and as; 
far as in deviates; from ther ſo tar weilh at 
necęſſari by daund produdiinc:ofineguar» 
liy and opprofian;..andd@ far; cvince che, 
want of capacity or integrity. in the. Mini- 
ner who propoſes it. : 


Ih 273112» 33245 5426; 244k is 4249 11. 

1 L may +be.moiccelcarly; deimon- 
firate che hardſhip ofothis/Tax, L fliallibe- 
gin by candidcruig.iciuiply as an addition 


85 to che Window, .'T amolisen ! lo 35059 7 
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A Ous e our-ablel Wiikerwop Finance * 
bas ſlated, that , aT Windows 
re liable to the;objtdion bf incquatity”;. 
*-an- incquality-of the-warlt kindhras they 
+ Maſt frequently fall much hæavier upon 
the Poor tham upon the Rich:“ För 
he adtls) * a houſe: often pounds a year 
+ rent. an à country towm may ſometimes 
+ have more windo vs than a houſe of five 
hundred pourids rent in London: con- 
ſeq uendly, chough the inhabiiant of the 
former is likely: to be a much poorer 
„% man than that of the latter; yet, fo far 
+ ag his conttibution is regulated by the 
„Window Tax, he muſt contribute more 
to he ſupport of the State. Such im- 
„ paſts,:therefqre.(ht\contludes), are con- 
10 Fs the WE maxim of Taxa - 
. i; Non. Wii d, 40 jp 

p oh 6 5 u 1 HAYE 
av Smith on the Wealth of Nations, Book V. 
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Inari quoted tbit paſſage, ahve, 
that a Tan con Windows has been con- 
;demned by the moſl unprijudiced judiges: 
not, indeed, that any ſuch authority was 
required, ãn a taſe chere we al} may fafely 
decide ſor | ourſelves on the plaĩneſt and 
moſt obvious principles. For what can 
ebe more evidently abſurd: and unfair, thun 
taking the accidental modes of building, 
--wwhich in a conſiderable degree occaſioned 
the greater or ſmaller number of win - 
dos, as ground for the eſtimating either 
Ihe intrinſic value or the rent of houſes ? 
We all knoy beyond a doubt, that iche 
moſt inconvenient, and therefore cheapeſt, 
houſcs abound in a multitude of widdo ws; 
vet the want of ſkilliand judgment in ihe 
builder of a houſe, fiſty, a hundred, or 
two hundred years back, becomes, by this 
Duty che immediate rule for calculating 
7. 2608 15 7 7 747 5 oe) vo Dine the 


Cas) 
| Ah gfe: of the/preſent inihabi- 
tant. Surely it is he levity and wanton- | 
neſs of Autliority.v td  fne ide deſcendant 
fax the bac taſte af tlie ancaſtur Let us, 
ib neceſſary. declare che crime of aukiward 
Architecture toi be in future amenable to 
all ſucceeding Taxes; but an juſtice we 
ought to releaſe the preſenb fice from 
| theſe poſthymous, ex poſt facto penalties, 
Even: our on ipiquities have drawn 
down judgments too hravy for ſufferance. 
Let, us ayert at leaſt this, xetroſpect of 
yengeance ; let us deprecate.this chaſtiſe- 
ment for our-forefathers abſurdity. Spare 
ue, O ye lordly Ralers ! ſpare! us from 
dhe. devouring Locuſts of; Revenue, and 
viſit us ng "Ow N ae. —- 
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Ho 
Ade icbfforthity to core vorrect rcaſon . 
| — of the State had 
mide it neceſſary to lay. un additional Tax 
nion, the Duty was regulated not 
ith amy reference; to the number of b 
Windows « but fairly and equitably in 
proportion to the actual. value or the ics 
| W * Serving fr 0 
Szene N e ele sad: 
1 Yr the immediate example of H 
improvement, ät ſeemed Herred pofffbkt 
chat any Tobſetfent Miiftflter eoufd wil! 
fully tecuf tothe very eſtimate which Hs 
| quateceſſale Ball {6 HA dwided. And 
det the fact ig, that Mr. Pr has formed 
the Oommùtibn A ef chat very eſel. 
anate;, and dens to have fearched itolthe 
Hiſtory of 1 for a precedent, 1 by 
"which | 


1 


** Ga) 8 
Which he;might, wadel Aa work. mode 
in de werft gef didor to o ear! TY gb 
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Is is evident therefore, that. the neun 
Vindow Tax,. conſidered merely as alt, 


110 


addition 5 a ,\pbpſing Tax; of the worlh 


Kind, was in ef a on FOR ron ang 
e meaſure... 9 — 


"ok 183 It 
lies lohkivid. i 20.0 (1; 2 I9 49 16hyo 


— * ug pow, meme it as a Comm 
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 Eation- Tax, or, „n. other words, confidey 
Wich! what propriety. it. was ſelected as the 
frteſt ſubſtitute, for the ION Duties 
* 0) 81001 NIV \ uliy 
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id es This Act tras e 5 
and the new Lat was then laid uumerically 1105 
windows, and e N as to the rates. The 
Commutation Window Tax goes nuihericall y only 
10/35; and beyond that proceegs by claſſes. 


- 


8 2 I ** | 

** er obſerved to ou; that the Wis- 
dow Tax was originally laid as a'ctiterlorr 
of the expence of houſe rent, which, was 
ſu ppoſed to be a eading Irtict in general | 


12 ekpetice; j attd you u Rave ſeen how very 


Vague and fallarious it proved | 48 fuck. 
How much more inaccutate then, mi 
i evidently be as a criterion of the party 
| ular expence in one individual ls 8 
conſumed i in houſes ? Surely this would 
be 'prepoſterouſly ridiculous, even if that 
ene article wete a neceſſary o He, and 
 abiverally Sf one and che faitie kind ant 
value; : or much more ſo, therefore, 
as St luxury as various in its ſorts as in 
its prices? Arbitrary and un ab it 
would be, to determine how many Loaves 


end ON TRY. C 


a, family, eonfumed,. merely hy, counting 
he number of Windows in their dwelliug⸗ 


bh, Jer, ach an eſtimate were perfect 
ele YO gs: in nes equity, 
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equity, compared to calculatin g. on that 
rule, the quantity and gudlity of the Tea 
that is confumed itr the ſame houſe; for, 
though utidoubtedly it would be no incon- 
ſiderable exerciſe 6f Revenue calculation, 
to eſtimate the number of mouths in a 
bouſe by its number of Windows, yet, 
ſurely it is tl more profound a reſearclr 
ts aſcertain, by the fame criterion, not 
only tlie taſtes of thoſe ſeveral mouths, 
but the exact quotas of their abforption. 
To claſs the particular ſenfations of eaclr 
palate, and to gauge the reſpective capa- 
cities. of each ſtomach, merely y by an 
' ocular inſpection of Windows, is an effect 
wholly beyond its natural cauſe; it ſup- 
poſes an intuitive faculty ſo tnRnown in 
dhe general concerns of | life,” that we 
muſt regard it as a new gift, "tranſdending 
N known ne in the philoſophy of 

E 1 Finance, 
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Finance, and eſpecially beſtowed on the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, to facili- 
tate the diſtribution of Taxes, in finer 
ratios, and- more curious ſubdivifions ;- 
or poſſibly this new light in Revenue may 
reſemble that of diſtant ſtars, as imagined 
by S e Aſtronomers, and has inteſ-' .. 
ſantly been travelling towards the Treafury * 
ſince the firſt creation of Finance, though - ) 
it never reached it till the preſent mo- 
ment. It is. at leaſt another Georgium ſidus 
in Taxation, whoſe laws and connection 
with our” ſyſtem, it was reſerved for the 
refinement of modern * to N 
and: to eſtabliſh. VS fed HH afin 


ud 


DIY 1s hat difficulr 1 to write * * 
vity, on the uncommon extravagance of . 


reſorting. to the worſt and moſt oppreſſive 
Tax —— as tho beſt ſtandard oſ 
. I! | general 


) 


_—_— 

- genera} expence in a particular Luxury. 

But in order that you may underſtand 
the hardſhip of this Commutation Kill more 
clearly, I wiſh. you to conſider how par- 
- tially it muſt fall upon the middliug claſſes 
- of, people, which. ought, moſt. to be ſe- 
cured from oppreſſion, yet are almoſt al- 
ready ſinking under the weight of the 


a public burthens. 1 Among theſe, let me 


.. particularly. call; yous attention to ſome of 

cha Morthieſt and moſt meritorious of 
our Bellow-ſubjects ; ; mean the ENOLEISR 
4 FARMERS. | Eyery' ane knows: that the 
Houſes. which they inhabit, are not fitted 
up in the madems ſtile. On the contrary, 
moſt of them, as well inithe Offices, as in 


_ the immediate Refidence,” ahound in Win- 


dos ſo _—_ diſpoſod, as not to ad- 
he, to their health and poſineſs; : 
: H 2 1 


(52) 
for all theſe: windows the Farmers are 7 
compelled to pay the additional Tan; 
Irbich to them, of all others, can leaſt 
properly be termed a Commutation— 
ArveEnslifh Farmer ſcarcely ever dritiks 
Tea himſelf; and if his wife nom and 
chen aſfecis the fine lady fo far, it happens 
notunfrequently, that the honeſt maſſer of 
the houſe, after an Eugliſh breał ſaſt of beef 
and ale, kicks down the Tea- table hy 
way of a plain recommendation of homt- 
made bread and the: farm- Milk. At ſuch ; 
a moment if an inſolent Tax-gacherer 
would happen io make his appearatide, 
with a meafurifg-ſtick in one handii aud 
his black hook in the other, Ion am 
nt entirely. free ſrom apprehanſion, that. 
his ingen ious calculations may be ſsme- 
hat interrupted, if not his perſon incom- 
Weder ** a hmilar overthrow with: the 


1 * 


S. ; unfor- 
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poſſible to perſuade any man of common 


ſeriſe and ſpirit, that he is only paying à 


Commutationy when in fact he is heavily 


taxed; without receiving any benefit in | 


lieu of ii Theſe honeſt and plain people 
are not ſo eafily deceived as the Great may 


imagine. If chey diſcover that they are | 
abſolutely trick ed out of their money on 


falſe pretences, they are not ſo tame as to 


ſubmit to this public fraud! however it 


e {MP hard names and old 
formalities. 144 zun „ ier anus 
ML Dy na em eee Av bog Mat: 


1 pave dwelt for a longer:yme.on; this 


particular inſtance, as comprehending ſo 


large, and uſeſul an order, of men, on 


whom the hardſhip preſſes almoſt univer - 


ſally. Fe You, will be able, each from, our 
oyn knowledge, to inſtance a variety of 


115017 | ſimilar 
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b Wr 
ſimilar oppraſfons, eien 
ev deſcripuine, and through wery hart 
ef. he Kingdom. Thus it is evident, that 
dh Window Tax, which. canſidered in 
y- iam. offends moll-palpably againſt the 
Heſt, aim of Taxation; when applied as 
+:Commuation: dor Duties an Tea. mul 
vcceſſaaily bear an ihe — 

en and aggravated hre. 


0 en zig dt 1011 575 314: 202287270 211% 
WET tos find. it mexe conſart · 
e 10 that ather principle ef all god 
Taxes, which requires them to be. paid 
the-tis.2, and in the manner, moſt convenient 
er eee 8.4.61 345 ped u_ 4 
ol. +7 17 J * 3228111 7 | 117 
. nn che — 
and diſlimct recommendation of all Taxcs 
en Conſupiion. ; andit is ſtrikingly n- 
our that WMenf Neckar the celtbruted 
ini Finan- 
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Finabiler of France, actually aſligns this 
characteriſtic | conveniency, as the very 
reaſon for thinking it wholly unadvifeable 
to cominiate any Duty of this kind into a 
direct Impoſt on Property. For every 
Tax on Conſumption (he obſeryes) is of 
« a kind which is paid without conſtraint; 
„And; indeed; he who contributes te it 
i frequently not conſcious of his doing 
* ſo; ſo much is the Tax confounded in 
the imagination with the price of the 
8 commodity itſelf,” 


LY 14. . s l | + % " , i, 


Now the aboliſhed Duty on Teas Was 
paid, as all Duties on conſumable commo- 
dities ought to be paid, in exact propor- 


tions 


oy Ces Droiv ſont un genre Ain qu'on paye 
fans contrainte, ſouyent on ignore qu'on le paye, 
tant 1s Tribut ſe 'ebnfond? dans Popinibn' avec” lr 
'Prix,de la Denree. Cumpte rendu an Rei, p. 85. 
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tions to actual conſumption, and with che 
gradual convenience of 3 pay 
ments. NN, ee it 2 


F 
3 3 © " 
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Zur the ſubſtituted Tax is made payable 
by quarterly collections; and of courſe 
becomes due together with other heavy 


and unavoidable charges, both of private 
rent, and of its 6 rate to re- 


venue. xu gi d Honm t: 
To accumulate, therefore, new and un- 
neceſſary difficulties in addition to a ſub- 
fiſting but unavoidable burchen, was de- 
parting from the beſt and moſt eſtabliſhed 
maxims, and a meaſure equally-impolitie 
and: ſevere. ; What the Public pay with 


caſe, by ſmall ahd 4 gradual 1 


©. T4 


groguie and | this, even ſuppoſing the 


* 


6370 


' lat of each inhabitants cxpence 


could poſſibly be reduced to accuracy, 
and the total charge of new Duty be pre: 
eilely proportionate to the component 
fractions of the old. How much more 
to, then, f in a ſubje&, like the preſent, o 
variable, ſo uncertain, ſo unequal, and fo 
totally irreducible to all eſtimate or cal: 
Ps 

II is Gil more e 10 be conſi- 
dered, that the compu ory principle of the - 
Commutation adds new force d che ob⸗ 
jections excited by its adlual inequality. 


While we ſhrink from the immediate ſeve- 


rity, of, the Tax, it impoſes, we. feel an un- 
accuſtomed apprehenſion at finding that 
no conomy, no avoidance. of luxury, on 
our parts, cam mitigate the charge, or di- 
miniſh the barthen chat is blindly impoſed 
on us. In this view of the AR, it is not 


1 only 


| ( 58 | J 3 2 
eats abhorrent from the alibi Code of 
our own Revenue, but unparalleled even 
in the arbitrary Syſtem of French Finance. 

It has, indeed, been repeatedly compared | 

| 10 the Gabelle, or Salt Tax of chat Reve- i 
nue; ; but Turely Wien iuaecuraey for, 
though evety inhäbitant of the Gabelte 
provinces is obliged to take 4 determinate 
quantity of Salt, from the Revenue O. 

cers, at the. advanced rate_which the Law 
impoles ; ; ei as this article is a neceſfary 

ol life, aud as every fatully actually c. 
ſumes mort dan the Government compels : 


'» them tb pufchaſe; the oppreſſion o the 
meaſure 3 Is not ſo much in the actual ope · 1 


. yt as tlie enfortement of a theoretic 

Principle of arbitrary eſlimation, on which E > 
t  diredly poceeds.' On" the conttary, | 
5 the Engliſh Cotimutatiom Thx obliges us 

to pay, after an eflitntite eguully arbitrary; 


and much mord alfacions, a heavy-duty 
8 | ; | on 


' ; 
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on Wan which is a luxury of life, of 

' Which, - conſequently, many. individuals, 

who are compelled to pay for it, conſume 

none; and many more even of thoſe 

who: do conſume it, by no means conſume 

the quantity far; which they are compelled 

to pay. And can it for a moment he 

' imagined, that the Subjects of a Free 

Country will ſubmit to an impoſitien, 

, againſt which a univerſal clamour is raiſed 

even in F rance ; and raiſed, as Mr. Nec- 

kar adds, with perfect juſtice” oo gene- 
rous and honeſt confeſſion, ſanQioned by * 

| Wilton and. experience, yet freely ad- 

4 - dreſſed to the Sovereign of a Deſpotic 

State. How extraordinary are the coun- 

ſels that, in a Land of Science and of 

Liberty, have adviſed the adoption of 

| thoſe very errors and abuſes Which are in- 

- tolerable to eyen a Nation of Slaves! — 
Hor till more extraordinary, that a Mi- 
RF FS: | niſter 


660 


1 
niſter who affects popularity, ſhould ſtu- 
diouſly ſelect the moſt exploded princi- 
ples of llavery, and raſhly oppoſe his own 
Jouth a and incapacity to the declared opi- 
nion of mature experience, merely to 
throw this refuſe of arbitrary Taxatjon on 
the People of a Free Country ! | 
* Tins new princi plein Finance, firſt ,of efti- 
| maliog arbitrarily, and then of taxing com- 
 pullorily, the conſumption of a luxury, 
is an injuſtice too grofs to have been 5 
: troduced on any other ſubject than chat oſ 
the Commutation Ad. Tea is confeſfedly 
that ſuperfluity, v which, of all others, ap- 
proaches moſt nearly to a neceſſary of life. 


9 cannot be controveried that it is con- 
ſumed in ſome degree by moſt : confe · 


quently, i it was an eaſy fallacy to repre- „ 


ſent it as confumed i in equal degree by all. 
7 _ i required but b. dexterity in the 


flight 


( br*') 
(kght-of words; and in that talent at dealt, 


the pre-eminence of the Miniſter has never 
eg a= nt um un 3 


Bor if the principle once ns, in- 
veterate, What monſtrous combinations 
may the. projeds of experimental Finance 
introduce in our Revenue! 


Tunus, ik the late Regulations for coun- 

teracting the illicit Trade in Spirits, 

ſhould prove, as it is generally thought | 

they will, totally ineffeQual, what remedy 
ſo natural as a ſecond Commu tation ? Per- 
haps a new Duty on Doors, in exchange 

| for the preſent Exciſe on Brandy ; a fine 

on the ſober and the induſtrious, for the 
vices of the diſſolute and the idle. 


Tux c convenient ſyſtem of b ben 
will equally apply to all the other failures 
of 'the late Taxes. We ſhall have the 
| changes 
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changes in Revenue, as rapidly effected as 
in Politics; and a failing Tax even ſooner 
abandoned than an active Adminiſtration. 
Commutation will be given out as. the 
watch-word of the Treaſury. Commuta- 
tion will re- echo through the empt ineſs 
of the Exchequer. How readily and how 
naturally may the Callicoe Duty of laſt 
Seſſion ſhift info Hearth Money (the ana- 
logy between Teas and Windows is 
ſcatcely more complete)! till, at length, | 
after all foxmer, burthens on the Houſe- 
holders haye undergone all poſſible peryer- 
ſion, the Miniſter may give ſcope. to ſome 
newer and more inventive oppreſſion, and 
perhaps inſtitute a freſn Survey of the 
Kingdom, with a view to commute a fu- 


ture Coal Tax, by calculating the average 


_ : of: our National Smoke, from a new 
mn, Bock of Chimnies ! | 


Iy 


C8) 

In Mort, if this ridiculous precedent. ãs by 
ſuffered to remain, ther Ways and Means: 
of every ſucceeding year will furniſh ſuc- 
ceſſive chiggetas:-of Cammutation ; And 
our Statute Bock abound with Acts, which, 


like the double pantomime pictures for 
| children. will exhibit burleſque variations 


of each other z and give moſt amuſement, 
in proportion . as their changes are a 
contrary and prepoſterous. , "I 


4 
. 143 17'f 
5 
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4 Nes are the e thus apprehended 
from the precedept, 1 the mere creatures of 
Imagination. It is true, they may not 
aſſume preciſely | the identical forms which 
are here ſu ppoſed; | but they will afluredly 


2 Off 


appear . in tome ſhape equally. formidable | 


and pernicious ; for the preſent, meaſure. 


{as the adherents of, the Miniſter have 


| themſelyes ſuggeſted) i5apparent]y | but the 


„ | cOm- 
4 : 
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ttmmencement of an | extenſive. Syſtem. 
Itideed, it carries ĩn itſelf internal evidence 
of the moll uncontrovertible authority, 
that what is no begun muſt bei puſhed to 
a much greater ettent, if / ir be” meant to 
operate with any degree even of probabll 
efficacy ; ; for it never could be thought 
ſufficient, that Smuggling ſbould be ſup⸗ 
0 preſſed i in this ohe branch aloe, even 
though this firſt experiment of Commutæ- 
tion, contrary to all : reaſonable hope, 
ſfiould ultimately be crowntd wirh the 
mot complete fücceſs. On the contraty, 

if it were poſſible chat every Tea-iree th 
Afia Thould be for ever extirpated, thert 
is no man fo weak as to * that Cott- 
traband Trade would from "that moment 
be annihilated, é or even ſuffer an material 
diminution.” The” Miniſter, at leaſt, has 


Uifcovered * * _ different opinion := — 
| other<. 


a 
otherwiſe, why has he ſubjected the Nation 
to the, extraordinary expence of commil- 
ſioning more vellels than were ever before. 
ſtationed round our coaſis for the protec- 

b tion of the Reyenue? Has he not by chis 
conduct himſelf confeſſed. that be feels the 
weaſure 0 be wholly nugatory, at - Wh 
this firſt part of the ſyſtem, if it be nor fol» 

11 lowed by many other, regulations of a 
f Gmilar kind ?: 


— 


94 40 TI N g 187 


| _Hayixe thus endeavoured to conſider 

the ſubject of this Addreſs, i in the various 
points of view. which I conceived molt 
likely to illuſtrate the effects of ſo  oppreſ- 
ſive and ſo dangerous an innovation; I 
ſhall not treſpaſs on your attention by 
recapitulating or enforcing thoſe-plain 
obſervations which have already been 
urged with a ſincerity which, I truſt, ma, 
QTY | K be 


1 


— 
” 


"EGS }. 
be ſome atonement for their defects. In 
the arguments advanced for this purpoſe, 
ſhould the concluſions which have been 
drawn, appear to be fairly and juſtly de- 
duced from their premiſes (and that T 
have aſſiduouſly taken pains they ſhould 
be ſo, is but ſtrictiy che truth), they will 
indeed be moſt likely to produce their beſt 
effect, by carrying ſuch plain conviction | 
to your minds, both of the badneſs of the 
Tax, and of the general deſects of the 
Whole plan of this Commutation, as may 
forcibly impreſs the neceſſity of its entire 

p and total abolition. The maxims and 

F brinciples on which 1 have argued, admit 
of no contradidion. Undoubtedly, it 
would have proved a far more pleaſing ; 
taſk, if the ſubject could have been fully 
and accurately examined, divelled of all 


Harſher obſervations, and free from the * 
leaſt 


e 
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leaſt reference to any perſonal diſcuſſion ; 
but in conſidering a ſubject where the pre- 
valence of perſonal intereſt and the predo- 
minance of perſonal connections are the 
- immediate and direct cauſes of the evil we 
complain of, how is it poſſible to avoid 
ſo material a part of the argument, as the 
characters, the habits, and fituations of 
| thoſe very perſons who have rendered 
| themſelves thus obnoxious to the Public ? 
On the contrary, if the Commutation, 
both in principle and effect, is proved to 
be a darigerous and an oppreſlive meaſure, 

| directly burthening and impoveriſhing the 
People, to enrich and aggrandize the In- 
; dia Company ; 1s it not equitable and ne- 
. ceſſary to declare, that the Miniſter who 
has leagued himſelf with Individuals 
againſt the Nation, has completely for- 
| i feited 
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feited every juſt and honourable claim to 


a i 
4 # v.45 5 


our erm and our reſped ? 
4 4 7 TH | | 3 


For, ſurely, if this meaſure has not un- 
fairly been. proved to bear intrinſic evi- 
dence of its demerit ; either the ignorance 
of its Author in the ſimpleſt rules of 
Taxation, or his ſtudied wiſapplication 
of their ule, cannot fail to lower him as a 
Miniſter, or to degrade him as a Man. 
A. total failure of judgment, or, what is 


worſe, the witful peryerſion of it, are the 
wretched alternayives ; unleſs, indeed, we. 


are 10 ſearch for palliations of miſcondudt 
| in that wild ſpirit of 1 Innovation, and that 
vanity for experiment, which in modern 
times has run 10 ſo.- unbounded | an 
8 excels - . 


* 
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No worſe effect has attended our poli- 


tical fluctuations, than giving ſcope to that 
intemperate ardour for alteration, which 
in different degrees has charaQeriſed al- 
moſt all the ſucceſſions of Party. On every 
new change of Adminiftration, new pro- 


jects have been buſily explored, and 


eagerly purſued; as if it were the proper 
form, and preliminary introduction to 
office, for the new occupaut of each depart- 
ment, to begin by throwing every former 
* ſyſtem into general diſorder; but more 
peculiarly ſuch particular branches of 
"them as the immediate predeceſſor had 
evidently taken moſt pains to eſtabliſli. 


of | . . * 7 313 : ö 


Wr have no term for theſe Anti-Opti- 
"miſts of modern politics ; but we know, that 
« Whatever tis, is wroNG,” was the leading 


paradox with them all. It is true, indeed, 
the 


. | 
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more early adventurers were not totally 
unſupplied wich ſome ſuitable opportuni- 
ties to indulge their ſpeculation, Like 
the firſt Reformers in Religion, they diſ- 
covered a variety of abuſes, which un- 
doubtedly might require inveſtigation. 

The power to which they recently had 

| ſucceeded, had long remained with one, 

who never had been mult celebrated for 
his vigilance. . Suſpicion, indeed, was the 
quality He leaſt could poſſeſs, whom un- | 
diſputcd integrity had always made moſt 
+ ſaperior to its attacks. Unerring in his 
toyyn courſe of honour, with what conſiſt- 
| ency could he have claimed a right to 
| ſuſpect the deviations of others? | 


* { * 0 4 1 F ; 


| Ae, 3 this wilplaced 
remilſaeſs became the ſource of miſconduct 


and Meenyouſpeſer among; others, who 
faſtened 


0 1). 

faſtened upon his name for recommenda- 
tion, and who ſkulked under his charac- 
ter for ſecurity. Againſt this'ancient but 
abuſed authority, the Luther of Political 
Reform had long exerted the whole: vigour 
of his unbounded -imagitration. He had 
written, he had harangued*; he had pub- 
liſhed, he had preached and when, at 
laſt, We had thrown off the power he 


had ſo long oppoſed; when the veil of 


ancient Error had been rent, and the 
| golden reign of Leo was no more; elated 
Wich conqueſt, and inflamed by victory, 
this ſecular Zealot gave a full looſe to his 
triumphant intolerance. The myſterious 
Ledgers of Office were thrown open to 
the Laity ; the wooden Images of Autho- 
rity were broken and caſt out; the gilded 
Idols of Prerogative were pulled down ; 
and the whole Catalogue of Treaſury 


Indul- 
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Indulgences and Abſolutions was torn. aſun- 
der and (deſtroyed. ——As yet, however, 
all was genuine, uncounterfeited Zeal ; 
an honeſt, undiſſembled Fervor againſt 
Errors. But this Proteſtantiſm of Politics 
was ſoon ſucceeded by a ſpurious and 
illegitimate: brood of inſerior Schiſms. 
The Separatiſts from Party very naturally 
ſlarted. out as Sectarics in Reform; and 
accordingly their, profeſſions, indeed, were 
infinitely more copious and exalied — 
But thoſe orient Hereſies were ſpeedily 
overcaſt. Again the Zeal of Luther 
flamed; but again its tranſient brightneſs as 
ſuddenly vaniſhed ; again its momentary 
gleams became as rapidly obſcured. 


In this ſtrange round of changes, this 
- capricious eddy of political fluctuation, 
hen the Spirit of Reform grew giddy 
* b | with 


THE n 


with its own ſucceſs ; the Miniſter of the | 


preſent moment, deriving his immediate 


power from the ficlitious title of fabricated 


reputation, conſiſtently reſolved: to retain 
the poſſeſſion by artificial popularity, 


The principle, no doubt, 'was judicious 
and correct; nor, indeed, was the proceſs: 


either unwife or unſuitable, What Acci- 
dent and Whim had beſtowed, was beſt 
to be maintained by Novelty and Caprice. 


The Nation had made a preſent of its 


Confidence, .as an experiment. What 


juſter retribution could the Miniſter afford, 
than a train of fanciful, fallacious ſchemes, . 
no leſs viſionary and ideal; of abſurd . 


ang random projeds, ſcarcely more un- 
ſubſtantial or uncertain? But the means 


to proſecute this ſyſtem were far from- 


being ſo eaſily diſcovered. The novelty of 
Abolition, as it extended to Offices, could 
| AS F 
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not commodiouſly be carried to any 
greater length. What other expedient 


could he reſort to-? Was it adviſable to 
amuſe the People with additional Reforms 
of the Royal Houſehold ? Oh! no: that 
dangerous fortreſs was the laſt for him to 
aſſail; the very Aſylum of thoſe Mutes 
who had ſtrangled his Rivals; the very 


Garriſon of thoſe Janiſſaries who had 


raiſed him on their ruin. Should he pro- 
jed : a bolder novelty, give the multitude 
flill greater cauſe of wonder, and at laſt 
propoſe a real, unaffected Controul on 


Eaſt India Oppreſſion? Still leſs could 


this perilous adventure be atchieved. 
An India Government in England, not 
an Engliſh Government for India, was 
the ſole ſupport of his proper, perſonal, 


individual conſequence. in Parliament. 


Thus bounded and circumſcribed by an- 


tecedent 


| "38. #- 

tecedent Reforms, or equally reſtrained 
and precluded from future, what means 
were left to catch the public attention by 
ſome ſimilitude· at leaſt to theſe Novelties 
of Syſtem, fome reſemblarice to this in- 


ventive reſearch in Political Amend- 


ment ? Parliamentary Reform, indeed, 


was always a moſt convenient reſource, 


and never wholly to be neglected. It was 


not, however, to be funded on, as part of 
the original Ways and Means for raiſing 
freſh Popularity. That ſacred Sinking- 


* 
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Fund of Faction is reſerved ſor a conſtant, | 


but a ſecondary ſervice ; the perpetual 
Auxiliary of Failure, and for ever de- 
ſtined to go in aid of all poſlible Defi- 


ciencies. But the Commiſſioners of Ac- 


counts !—might not a few gleanings of 
Popularity be collected from ſome fraflice 
of their numerous theories? — Alas! 
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this glittering viſion it were moſt fatal to 


' purſue. Scaxce one of their Reforms, 


which contained. any real advantage, 
could, with tolerable ſafety, be attempted; 


ſcarce a fingle abuſe, of any magnitude, 
which they point out, could endure even 
a lenient remedy, without dangerous in- 
, fringements on that great and primary 
concern, Parliamentary Con uection — 
a proof, indeed, of che violence and impor 
licy of thoſe raſh Inquiſitors, in exciting 


the expectation of the Public on ſubjects 
Which, from their very nature, are im- 


 pregpable to Reform. For what could it 


produce but, diſappointment and indigna- 


tion, to deceive us into fallacious hopes of 
curtailing the enormous profits of the 
Duke of Neuycaſtle's ſinecure; When. 
every petty Borough- monger in the 
kingdom muſt aon the utter impoſibility | 


of 


— 


„„ 
of attacking the very Head and Whole» 
fale Leader of, dhe Trade—at the time, 


too, when he was, notoriouſly connected 


with' the Miniſter? Was it not evident, 
that ſuch unſociable Reforms could never 
be affected? — 


— Still, however, ſome 


minor Regulations might plauſibly be 


propoſed : Edidls againſt the Waſte of 
Wafers in Public Offices, and Regiſtra- 


tions of the Nett Conſumption of Quills; 


together with Sworn Meters of Sand, 
and a Comptroller- General of Blotting- 


Paper: — Or, poſſibly, a new Board. 
compriſing the mixed duties of all the 
others; Exciſers of Official Ink; Stampers 
of Sealing-Wax ; Auditors of Packthread; 
Licenſers of Tape ; and Computers, inwards 


and outwards, of Pens and Pounce ;—the 


total ſavings from which might undoubt- 
edly, in time, diſcharge a full moiety of 
| the 
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the” new experice incurred in obtaining 
chem, and more immediately provide for 


vet even all this could not well im- 
preſs ine Country at large with very ex- 
alted notions either of the greatneſs or 
originality of the Miniſter's under- 
Rinding. - Involved in the maze 


- of theſe diftreſsful lemmas. what clue 


could be ſo handy and commodious, as 
one more Abolition? an abolition, of a 

new ſpecies, indeed, but as wild and as 
extravagant as the maddeſt of the whole 
genus; an abolition of a great, extenſive, 


and efficient branch of Revenue High 


Honours, great Offices, important Boards 
of Regulation, together with Clerkſhips 
and Caſbierſhips * innumerable, had all 
been recently aboliſhed, to the entire ad- 


miration and delight ol the Populace— 
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feveral able and accompliſhed ExpeQants. | 


—— 
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Taxes only had hitherto entirely eſcaped; 


for, indeed, in thoſe former Abolitions, 


there was none of that unpleaſant neceſ- 
ſity of new Subſlitutions, Which in the 


latter: muſt always moſt powerfully ſub- 
ſtract from the ſatisfaction of aboliſhing 
the old.” Still, however, chis laſt Aboli- - 
tion was a ſuperior novelty ; and every 
diſagreeable diſtindtion in the caſe might 
admit of a variety of palliations, excules, 


explanations, compariſons, eſtimates, con- 


traſts, and all the thouſand equivocations 
that Sophiſtry can fabricate, to atone for 
preſent diſappointment, or to amuſe with 
future expectation. And thus this ſtrange 


Commutation was produced ; the wretched 


offspring of raſh Vanity and preſump- 
tuous ' Speculation | In evil hour was it 
brought" forth—the heir of imaginary 
greatneſs and ideal honours, but a devoted 


victim 


| ( 8 ) 
victim to ſubſtantiat diſgrace— the very 

Pretender of the Taxes, inveſted with a 
pompous name, and dignified with ridicu- 
lous titles of fupreme excellency; but, after 
a weak effort at eſtabliſhment, univerſally 
ſcouted through the Nation, and'attainted 
as an hereditary Tyrant, from the' __ 
moment of its appearance. | 


Lr us pauſe from this levity of cenſure. 
Let the Author of this baneful meafure'be 
inſtructed by the ſame reſpecthble Charac- 
ter to whoſe opinions we habe before 
appealed. Let him fubmit to learn ſome 
reſpect for the eaſe and happineſs of a 
Free Country, from even the Servant of 
a Deſpotic Sovereign. Let him learn by 
Mr. Neckar's precept, That the Miniſter of 
Finance, whom either the wand} wiſdom 
or of principle incapacitates or perverts | 

from 


CS 
from the diſcovery or the uſe of the beſt 
and eaſieſt Impoſts for the ſupport of the 
Community, ought inſtantly to renounce 
a ſituation which is diſgrace to Himſelf, 
and ruin to his Country. 


THE END, 
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